.12*03-04' 



01 :59pm Froio-Greanberg 

Appl. No. 10/687,243 

Amdt. dated December 3, 2004 

Reply to Office action of August 6, 2004 



+3105867940 T-026 P. 002/010 F-433 

Docket No. 58085-010202 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: / 

1. (currently amended) A method of managing the loading hygf patrons e£tg_multipje-an 
attractions in an entertainment environment wherein d iff e r e nt p atrons are permitted access to the 
attraction on at least two bases, festlv rthe first being a first-in hrst-out basis, and scoondly. the 
second being en-a priority basis established by a prior allocation of a time of entry into saids ftase 
to th e attractioiia comprising: 

a. developing a hierarchy forgf patrons using the priority basis; 

bz permitting different patrons in th e hierarchy aoooss to a first attraction ^ 

eb. penmtting a priority request for an allocation of a time of entry into said 
space on the first attraction including the steps of: 

i. receiving an input from a remote location, the input being 
communicated to a central computer* fer -the central computer r egulating thea leae jiumber of 
patrons allowed to enter the first-attraction; 

iL allocating available return times in relation to a hierarchy level of a 
patron in the hierarchy; 

iii. permitting the patron to remotely r eceive ing of a response 
remotely abou t . that includes the available return times foT the fet-attraction; and* 

iv. permitting the patrons to e ff e ct a choice of a selected^ ava&*ble 
return tim e from the available return times : and 

dc, employing an operation to provide the p atrons in the hiorarchy access to 
the first-attractio n, the operation providing priority access to the patron having the return rime. 
the operation providing first-in fi rst-out access to anv patron not having an allocated return tim e. 

2. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 A wherein the hierarchy is 
determined on the basis of tfcos^patrons remotely located away fr om the entertainment 
environment when making athe priority request and those patrons located at the entertainment 
environment when making the priority request. 
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3. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim l a wherein the hierarchy is 
determined on the basis of &os epatrons remotely located away from the entertainment 
environment when making a priority request, ^es epatrons resident in a facility associated with 
the entertainment environment when making the priority r equest, and thesepacrons located at the 
entertainment environment when m aking the priority request. 

4. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 A wherein a selection of patrons is 
permitted to make m ultiple priority request s ar e p e rmitting to sclcotod patrono , the multiple 
priority r equests being for different attractions in the entertainment environment. 

5. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 2 4 wherein a selection of patrons is 
permitted to make m ultiple priority requests- - aro p e rmitting to sclcotod patrons , the multiple 
priority r equests being for different attractions in the entertainment environment. 

6. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 3 4 wherein a selection of patrons is 
permitted to make m ultiple priority request s ar e p e rmitting to soloetod patrons , the multiple 
priority r equests being for different attractions in the entertainment e nvironment. 

7. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1^ wherein a first selection of 
patrons is permitted to make m ultiple priority requests are permitting to Gclocted patrons , the 
multiple priority requests being for patrons from a second selection of patrons, d iff e r e nt patrons 
in a s e l e ct e d group the first selection of patrons and the second selection of patrons being in at 
least one of the hierarchy levels of tho hiorarchv of patrons . 

8. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 2 a wherein a first selection of 
patrons is permitted to make m ultiple priority request s - ag e- pamritting to soloct o d patrons , the 
multiple priority requests being for patrons from a second selection of patrons, different patrons 
in a Goloctod croup t he first selection of natrons and the second selection of patrons b eing at is 
least one of the hierarchy levels of tho hicrarch - v - of prnrnnn 

9. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 3 A wherein a first selection of 
patrons is permitted to make m ultiple priority requests arc permitting to selected patrons , the 
multiple priority requests being for patrons of a second selection of patrons, different patrons in a 
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solcotcd - sroup the first selection of patrons and the second selection of patrons b eing in_at least 
one of the hierarchy levels-ofthe ■hierarchy of patrons . 

10. (currently amended) A system of managing the loading byof patrons o^to multiple 
an attractions in an entertainment environment wherein diff ere nt patrons are permitted access to 
the attraction on at least two bases, feflv rthe first being a first-in first-out basis, and 
s e condly. t he second being e«-a priority basis* established by a prior allocation of a space to time 
of entry into said ^he-attraction, the system comprising: 

a. a hierarchy structure- for of p atrons , the hierarchy developed using the priority 

basis; 

b-. the otru e turo providing acc e ss for different patrons in the hierarchy to a 

first attraction; 

be. a computing device to_ r ooQ iv or for regulate the number of patrons allowed 
to enter the attraction, the computing device managing a priority request for an allocation of a 
spac e on th e first t ime of entry into said attractio n, the computing device including: 

i. an inpu t device, the input device- fef receiving a signal from a 
remote location central computer for r e gulating tho load of the first attractio n; 

ii. an allocation tabl e, the allocation table - fog allocating available 
return times in relation to a hierarchy level of a patro n in tho hiora ro hy ; _and t 

iii. an output device, the output device transmitting to the remote 
location : a r e c e iv e r for receiving of a respons e r e mot e ly about available; return times fetto the 
first attractionj-afitd 

ivc. a selection device at_ the remote location, the selection devicefe f 
permitting the patrons to otfbct a choic e of a - s elected a return time from the available return 
times; and 

d. means to provide the patrons in the hierarchy a ccess to the &s4r-attraction 4 
wherein the means to provide the patron access to the attraction provides priority access to the 
patron having a return time, and wherein the means to provide the patron access to the attraction 
provides first-in first-out access to any patron not having an allocated return time . 
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11. (currently amended) A system as claimed in claim 10 a including w herein a selection 
of patrons is permitted to make multiple priority requests, the multiple requests being for 
different attractions in the entertainment environment. a receiver for multipl e priority requests to 
s e l e ct e d patrons, the multiple requests boing for diff e r e nt attractions in tho environment. 

12. (currently amended) A system as claimed in claim 10 4 wherein a first selection of 
patrons is permitted to make multiple priority requests, the multiple priority requests being for 
p_atrons from a second selection of patrons, the first selection of patrons and the second selection 
of patrons being at in least one of the hierarchy levels. i ncludin i j a r e c e iv e r for multiple priority 
requests to Golootod patrons, the multiple reque sts b o ing for diff e rent patrons in a s e l e cted group 
being at least ono of the lovolo of th e hi e rarchy of patrons ? 

13- (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim l a wherein the return time p ftority. 
is redeemed through an selected essentially automatic procedure, stte kwherein the automatic 
procedure includes any one of a b eing the reading off - one of a Rj firadio frequency identification- 
allocated t o the patron ^reading of a magnetic cod e allocated to the patron, o r a reading of a 
barcode allocated to the patron. 

14. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the return time p aority 
is redeemed at a time of entry into the entertainment environment or at the time of entry into t he • 
attraction in the entertainment environment. 

15. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim l a wherein said allocated return, 
time may or may not be redeemed by said patron, and including a computing procosii to 
dete rmin e th e further comprising the steps of determining mix ratio of numh e rn nf assesses 
granted to th e priority aoooso and the number of^e eft -iuiredeemed return timesp rioritv aococs to 
the numbe r of allocated times , and feeding back redemptions of return times tho priority axcojfi es 
such that near real time updates of return time availability for further granting of acoo oses-may be 
computed. 

16. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1* further comprising the steps of 
including tho abi li ty to p ermi tting at least one e£4he-exchange or return of previously unsigned 
priority aeeessthe return time to the patron having the return rime, and whereby such exchange 
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pormitG for u pdating the computation of athe loa dnumber of patrons allowed to enter the 
attractio n based on the at least one exchange or return of the return time . 

17. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 1 & further comprising the steps of 
factorin gw horcin a nonusc of a unredeemed return time sp rioritv assignment is factor e d into a 
computation of the number of patrons allowed to enter the attraction.l eadfflgr 

18. (new) A method of managing the loading of patrons to an attraction in an 
entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted access to the attraction on at least two 
bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second being a priority basis established by 
a prior allocation of a rime of entry into said attraction, comprising: 

a. developing a hierarchy of patrons using the priority basis; 

b. permitting a priority request for an allocation of a time of entry into said 
attraction including the steps of: 

i. receiving an input from a remote location, the input being 
communicated to a central computer, the central computer regulating a number of patrons 
allowed to enter the attraction; 

ii. allocating a return time in relation to a hierarchy level of a patron in the 

hierarchy; and, 

iii. permitting the patron to remotely receive a response that includes the 
return time for the attraction; 

and, 

c. employing an operation to provide the patron access to the attraction, the 
operation providing priority access to the patron having said return time, the operation providing 
first-in first-out access to any patron not having an allocated return time. 

19. (new) A system of managing the loading of patrons to an attraction in an 
entertainment environment wherein patrons are permitted access to the attraction on at least two 
bases, the first being a first-in first-out basis, and the second being a priority basis, established by 
a prior allocation of a time of entry into said attraction, the system comprising; 

a. a hierarchy of patrons, the hierarchy developed using the priority basis; 
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b. a computing device to regulate a number of patrons allowed to enter the 
attraction, the computing device managing a priority request for an allocation of a time of 
entry into said attraction, the computing device including: 

i. an input device, the input device receiving a signal from a remote 

location; 

ii. an allocation table, the allocation table allocating a return time in 
relation to a hierarchy level of a patron; and, 

iii. an output device, the output device iransmitring the return time to the 

remote location; and, 

c. means to provide the patron access to the attraction based on the return time, 
wherein the means to provide the patron access to the attraction provides priority access to the 
patron having said return time, and wherein means to provide the patron access to the attraction 
provides first-in first-out access to any patron not having an allocated return time. 
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